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32 “Don’t be afraid, little flock, because your Father delights in giving you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to those in need. Make for yourselves wallets that don’t wear out—a treasure in heaven that never runs out. No thief comes near there, and no moth destroys. 34 Where your treasure is, there your heart will be too. 35 “Be dressed for service and keep your lamps lit. 36  Be like people waiting for their master to come home from a wedding celebration, who can immediately open the door for him when he arrives and knocks on the door. 37  Happy are those servants whom the master finds waiting up when he arrives. I assure you that, when he arrives, he will dress himself to serve, seat them at the table as honored guests, and wait on them. 38  Happy are those whom he finds alert, even if he comes at midnight or just before dawn. 39  But know this, if the homeowner had known what time the thief was coming, he wouldn’t have allowed his home to be broken into. 40  You also must be ready, because the Human One is coming at a time when you don’t expect him.”

         Luke’s gospel this week continues the teaching of Jesus about treasure and greed from last week. Last week, we heard about the rich fool who when he had a bounty of crops decided that instead of sharing he would tear down his barns and build bigger ones.  It is the way of destruction when we are driven by the desire for more. As Jesus warns us, “May we all watch out, guarding ourselves against all kinds of greed” (Luke 12:15)  This week, we hear of the way of blessing found in lives dedicated to giving.

         Sell your possessions.  Give to those in need.  Make wallets that don’t wear out.  Be rich towards God.  This is about a life that flows with giving, always, everywhere, and always ready to give more. Jesus says, “Sell your possessions, and give to those in need”. Jesus prefaces this sentence with something else. He says, “Don’t be afraid, ... because your Father delights in giving you the kingdom.

         I am the type of person that loves to save money.  I will drive 5 miles out of my way to save 1 cent on gas.  But it is 1 cent on each gallon, that is like 17 cents!  I got my first checking account when I was 10 and I loved to look at how much money I had saved.  When I first became a pastor and I had my first pension plan there was a retirement seminar, so I went!  I was the youngest person there by like 30 years!  Here I was, it was my first job and I was ready to retire!  Or at least learn how to retire as fast as possible! 

         John Wesley, the first Methodist, had some great lines.  One of my favorites is about money.  Wesley said, “gain all you can, save all you can, and give all you can.”  I like the first two a lot, gain and save.  The give away part is more difficult.  A mother wanted to teach her daughter a moral lesson. She gave the little girl a quarter and a dollar for church "Put whichever one you want in the offering plate and keep the other for yourself," she told the girl. When they were coming out of church, the mother asked her daughter which amount she had given. "Well," said the little girl, "I was going to give the dollar, but just before the offering the preacher in the pulpit said that we should all be cheerful givers. I knew I'd be a lot more cheerful if I gave the quarter, so I did."


Don’t be afraid, Jesus said. Letting go, selling your possessions and giving to those in need, keeping a wallet as a temporary storage bin for resources almost immediately flowing out to others—these are the ways of the kingdom of God. When we spread our treasure to all who need it, we show our heart is fixed on the kingdom of God.  You might have noted that Jesus does not address the issue of income directly. Of course, we must have a source of gaining all we can in order to give away all we can. The difference is how we approach the purpose of income. In the way of desiring more, the purpose of income is to have more resources for oneself. In the way of the kingdom of God, the purpose of improving income is to be able to share more resources with others.

         Jesus’ command to not be afraid is so powerful to me.  There are many in our world who are afraid - about money, about health insurance (or the lack thereof), about if they will have enough income when they retire.  We have fear. And we have invented lots of things to help us with our fear.  We have burglar alarms, personal weapons, all kinds of insurance and we plan for retirement.  Yet, we still are consumed by fear.  Sometimes we keep ahold of our fear because we think that if we let go of the fear then something bad will surely happen.  It reminds me of folks who carry an umbrella so it will not rain.  Like they have the power for rain not to fall because of an umbrella in their hands. 

         Sometimes the deepest faith many of us have is faith in our fears.  We have faith that as long as we are anxious, chaos will be kept at bay from our personal life.  We are positive that our fear forms a protective shield around our life.  And if we do begin to feel a moment of peace, it is only because there must be something that we have overlooked. 

         This passage from Luke tells us not to be afraid, but that doesn’t mean we are to be inactive. We are to be dressed for action, to have our lamps lit, to be prepared for the return of the master, to make wallets for ourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven no thief can steal, no moth consume.  We are all wrong about fear. We think it is our protective shield. But fear is the thief. When we dwell on our fears, they become our treasures. As Jesus says, “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also”.

         Faith is the genuine treasure we are to be accumulating, but we get it backwards when our fears fill our hearts and faith cannot gain entrance. Fear threatens to steal our faith. How can we keep our house of faith from being broken into by fear? Living in the present with gratitude enables us to be peaceful and have faith in God’s future. 

We hear Jesus’ words, “Sell your possessions.” Why? To become poor? No. To become free. So much of the ministry of Jesus was about helping people become free.  I think of the day Jesus was confronted with the surprising sight of a man being lowered through a roof so he could receive Jesus’ blessing. We are told that the man was paralyzed, and it must have been a severe condition because he had to be carried on a stretcher by his friends. We may think of that man and believe there is a great amount of difference between him and us. But are we not paralyzed too? Are our hands free, able to extend in gestures of help and love to anyone, anywhere? Are our legs unbent, able to walk into any place of human misery in an act of reconciliation? Are our tongues free to announce to any who hear that God loves all his children, not stiffened with the grip of envy and gossip? Don’t be afraid. Jesus wants us to be free!

         Freedom. I think of Jesus standing in front of his friend Lazarus’s tomb and calling, “Come out!” (John 11:43). I can almost hear the gasp of the people witnessing this corpse shuffling from the darkness of his tomb toward the light of the rest of his life. Jesus said, “Unbind him, and let him go” (John 11:44). Don’t be afraid. Jesus wants us to be free!

         Freedom. I think of that man named Zacchaeus, up a tree and all alone and Jesus saying, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house today” (Luke 19:5), and Zacchaeus hurrying home to a supper that included the food of his redemption. Don’t be afraid. Jesus wants us to be free!

         Freedom. I think of Jesus speaking in the lives of us here today, asking questions that at first can seem so threatening: “Are you happy?” “Do you like what you’re doing?” “Is there meaning in your life?” “What would you do if you could do anything?” When we become free of our need to build up fortunes on earth and stay in control of everything, we begin to live happy lives.

         We are loved today by God.  Not because of what we have, but for who we are.  We are treasures, blessed by the Holy One. Our economic standing, our homes and wealth are of no account to God. What matters is our lives. How we live, how we approach justice, care for the poor among us, and how we treat one another, that is what matters.

         I invite us all to take another look at all that we possess and inventory in our hearts and minds the spiritual treasures we have, the friends who love us without condition, the church that keeps us in communion with each other and God, the beauty of the world that belongs to every human being. It is a good time to look up at the stars in awe, and remember that the God who made us also made them, but they are nothing compared with the treasure we have of being loved by that same God who asks us to show that love and care to every person we meet.

         Treasures in heaven are those things we give away here on earth.  Treasures in heaven.  Enjoyed even while on earth.  Don't wait to forgive.  Don't wait to visit the sick.  Don't wait to give to those in need.  Don't wait to begin that special project that God is gifting you for.  Don't wait to start thinking better about other people.  Don't wait before you adjust your attitude about life.  But believe Christ, trust God, and do what the Spirit urges us to do in the depths of our hearts.

         Don’t be afraid. Jesus wants us to be free!  When we stay in control of everything, we do not leave any room for God.  To be free we have to let it all go.  There was a church that was having its sanctuary renovated and it was closed for a time. The contractor put a sign on the door that read “Danger.” Perhaps the sign should have been left up. Let the world know that to follow Jesus is dangerous and exhilarating; confusing yet clarifying; scary yet thrilling; quiet yet bold.

         Don’t be afraid! Be free to live spontaneously before the mystery of God. Be free to live in this world unafraid. Joy to the world! We are free!
